Valentine; Why how do you know that I am in love? 


Speed: Marry, by these special marks: - you have learned... 
to Len 1ike a school-boy that had lost his A B C.. 
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UNIQUE X FEES CEE ES 
EN GL ISH 


CHILD!S BOOK 


Po 9 WA WITH THE PATER NOSTER, AVE, CREDE AND X COMAUNDEMENTES. 
Folio, single sheet; folded to make a booklet of 4 leaves, 12mo. 
3 7/8 by 2 3/4 inches. Preserved in full morocco box. Printed at 
London in the 01d bayly by Richard Lant. No date, but about 1536. 


A unique child!s book which had disappeared from sIight for 
over a century. Variously considered by authorities as having been 
intended as a Horn Book or as an education book for the very young 
scholar. 


Last seen by bibliographers at the beginning of the Nineteenth 
Century, the volume is described as follows by Ames-Herbert-DIGden!s 
Typographical. antiouities, 1816, Vol. III, page 581, item 1779: - 


The ABC &c, Without date. Octavo. It begins with five differ- 
ent Alphabets, and Gloria Patriz then the Pater-noster, &c., grace 
before meat, and after. Printed only on one side, to be folded as 
blank pages to be pasted together, and make one leaf of two; or four 
small leaves of the whole sheet, Licensed by the Company , "! 


From 1816 on, the volume $seems to have disappeared, Pollerd, 
apparently from the above' entry, records the fact tha# the work was 
printed by Lant (Handlist of Books Printed by English Printers 
Bibliograpnical Society 14 indicates no copy known. 


| Duff, Century-of the English Book Trade also had not s8een a 
copy. He records that the 016 Eailey address was the first of 
Several addresses =t which Lant printed, - hence books without date 
printed at That address must of necessity ante-date those of 
established dates printed at other Location. 


Though Pollard, in a haphazard fashion, gives Lant's dates 
as 1542-15638 (op, Cit.), Duff records that "Richard Lant, Printer, in 
London, was made a freeman of the Stationers on the 6th September, 1537, 
and paid 44 shillings for the privilege.... When he started printing, 
he was living in the 01d Sailey," Thus proving Pollard in error, and 
establishing the fact that in 1537, Lant was already 8 recognized printer 
of sufficlent standing to be admitted to the Stationers Company. 


” The volume under consideration bears a manuseript date of 1536, 
written in an old hand; While this 1s not conclusive evidence of its 
actual date, the writer may have had access to evidence now no longer 
available. Certainly the sheet was printed before 1542 when Lant was 


sent to the Fleet prison for printing Tolwyn!'s The Manne of Synne 
(of which no copy now survives,) 


The date of 1536, If it 1s the correct date, would 
establish this-as the earliest k English A. B. C., the 
earliest known Fnglish Horn took (for it can be considered 
as Such) and the earliest knom book printed in England 
strietly for children! 


Lant, moreover, is the rarest of all Fnglish printers; 
far. more rare, for Iinstance, than is Caxton. Of the many 
books that he printed from 1536 or 1557 until 1563, most have 
disappeared entirely. Only two of his works are recorded in 
the British Yuseum for instance, and there are none at Cambridge. 


Of English A, B., C.s, the following are now known. 


The present example, printed by tilchard Lant., Unique. Not In 
the Short Title Catalogue, 


A.B,C., for children. J., King. No date, Entered at the 
Stationers 1561/2. $8.T.C. No. 18, Unique copy at Queen!s 
College, Oxford, 


The i. 4. © (816) booke io Latyn and in Englysshe. T. Petyt. 
No date but said to be 15%8. :T.C., No. 19. Unique copy 
at Emmanuel College, Ely 


The A. B. C. set forth by the Kynges Majestile.,. W. Powell. 
No date, but said to be 1545, 8$.T.C. No, 20, Unique copy in 
the British Museum. 


The A. B. C.; with the catechisme. for the Company of 
ptationers, 16353, $8.,T.C. No, 21, Unique copy was In the 
Guild Hall Tibrery, London. 


The rarity of these little books requires no summing up after 
the above evidence. 
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SAabedttighthinbes { 
gqristvuwxyb& eft Amey, | 
ABCDEFG HIKLMN 
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iT Theſeuen peticyons of 


.the Pater noſter, 


FJ." Ur father whichs 
6 KW: attc in heupn/hay. 
W -#/ lowed be thy nas 
=" Me» Thy kynges 
VET domecome. , 
Thy wpyll be donc tn erth! as 
it ts in heuen, 
Gyue vs this dape our daylp 
bed, And fozgyue Vs -0uC. 
trcſpalles as we fo2gyue the 


- that treſpaſſe agaynſt vs, 


Andlet vs not belcdintotem 
tacyon. But delpuer vs fron 
eupll, Amen, 
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The condotinls ay 
les of the chilten fapth. 
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ts ap in G)D the |; 
father almiShty makey" | 
henen and erth. 

in Jeſu Chuitthis 00 


Amen, 
' 


fonne our lo2de. 
Whithwas roncepued bythe/+ 
| halzgooſt/bozne of the vpze > 
| gvne Marys - . 
'\' SuffredvnderPons _ 
| | tewascrucifpedideed/ burys . 
| 


1! ed/anddeſcended.into hells +. 
} Fad the thyzde daye hc role & 
'; Qgaynefromedcth. 

! Hraſcendedincoheuen /and 
» FCyttchontheryghthand of 

; * 8godthefather almpghty, 
-j Fromthence heſhall come to, 

; tudgethequickeand the deed; 
i Fveleuc in theholp gooſt. 
| TheholyCatholpke church. 
The communton-gffapnccs!- 
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Hel Thereurrcronaftobuop 
bo urge tt ofthe bodp > 
lyfe exertalyngy : 
Amen Y 
» The.r/ eomamemrſtes- : 

 ofallmpghty God\/ 


O U ſhalte hav nol 
other Goddes bijt-me-:. | 
Thor ſhaltnot make 


tothpClclfe any graut ymage 
002 any lykeneſſe of any thige 
>. 


tis in heauenabouc /02 11 
Y beneth /no2 tn the water 
Ider the'erth/ thou ſhaltnot 
ow downe to them! 003 woz 
Wyp thei © 
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Thou ſhalt not take thens 
me of thy lo2de god 1n vaynes 
lemembze that thou keepe 
holy thy Saboth dap. 
Dono: thy father x thy modes 
Thou Qaltdo no murther, 
- 2» Thay ſhalc not commpus 
adulrp= (halenot deal 
| 5 Thouſhalte beare no falſe 
\ .. wytnesagapnlh thy neybour 
*;:;@Thqytyalte agg deſyze thy 
Þ » Nopbours.howle/. thou ſhalte 
not de!p2e thy nepbours wpke 
- 802 his Grnattings his mayd 
- No21s oxe ng2 his alle/no2 as 
vp thing that igthe nepbozs, 
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CG:accafozemeate. 
{The lozdeaboue/graiit vs to 


.. take 
| Bis gracpolſe g gyftes | with 


his Toſpetinottolfoxſake 
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# Which 1S ourhelthx uifclaſtig. 
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